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Announcernent that the
Dwiled States is close 1o pere
feeting e so-called “reutron
bomb” heips locds tlc dis-
armament debate on 1t s funda-
mental tsene—do the ”.:1\‘“ of
a test. ban outaweizh the risks
of the spread o! nnelear weap-
ons lo other countrics”

One of the aranments of test
Lan orifics, <uck &y Sern.
Thomas J. Dodd () uf Con-
necticut, has boco that con-
tinued 'anh is needed to
prevent the Sovictz  gaining
military M\:mt wies over the
United  States with such g
weapon.

C Wgw, In a letler o Senator
Dodg, Adrian & Fisher, Depu-

Ly Director-of the United States

Disarnrament Apcecy, has said
that “the Uhited States has
tade  enough  dovelopimental
‘prougress taward such a weapon
ovbviate the need for further
psting.

“This etler, dated Maren 14

“was made public Monday.
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“whether My, Flsrer iz talking

iterally about - CRETUn
oY or abow "iwen’ hydro-

‘geq-hombs thyt could be de-
weloped into @ npJlian WeEpo.
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bt niundestructive
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vou- radiation,
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In his lotght s it 4 2dd

Mr. Fisher is guoted by . thé:
Associated Pross as saying: “As:
you know. we have already:
made rignificant advances in
the direction of tactical wcap—ﬂ
ans with a smaller [fallout-"
producing] fission as compared
with fusion component.”

Thix  describes  merely a.
“elear” bomb, l

Risks Weighed

However  Mr. Fisher also
referred tu this as “an en‘-
hanced  radiation  weapon.”
Thus he disarmament orﬁcial.-»
obviotsly was discounting the
nwed lor testing to develop a
neutron bomb regardless of fhe!
technical classification of th
specific weapun he was  des
seribing. L

He sa.dd that the admingstrgs
tion had taken into aceoint 1h
state of dme]upmlnt of thcg%
weapons in arviving -at’ils n%
gotiating postion with the §
vlc(q

Thusg it would scem that t

achmm‘.tmtmn staterment:
clean bomb progress -has dop
little wor- than water dowst:
the pevtron bomb &5 85 argd=|
ment in favor of testing, Tme{
i prvbably all it was intended I
1o do 1t Das not stenvned {he
attack of fest ban cribies, ey

These critics bagically want{.
testing for ils own sake, They{ -
distrust the Soviets and do netl
take the threat of nuclear pro-
liferation #x soriously as do
test ban advoce{es

In the last ani'ysls, the {est
bay issue ix a nitter of weigh-
ing these  two types of visk
against. cach o h . Al olher
anestions wases Wre miesely 1o
CaT oy e b .Jri oeontention
Ut the risk v straders para-
111z wm isin d- . cl e gn.vlm e
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